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seven japanese leaders who played crucial roles in the japanese war effort signed the surrender documents:
field marshal kantaro suzuki, admiral mitsumasa yonai, admiral shigetaro shimada, vice admiral mineichi

koga, and generals masaharu homma, masanao ushijima, and kenney okada. in addition, representatives of
the emperor and king and prime minister tojo signed the instrument of surrender. finally, on the 7th day of the
9th month, the japanese government, represented by acting prime minister general korechika anami, officially

accepted the surrender, as did all the members of the imperial general staff. harumi ori, then a 17-year-old
student in hiroshima, remembered watching news of the surrender in the middle of her classes. "the mere

news of the surrender on the imperial palace radio roused the rejoicing of all the people, who thought of the
surrender as the end of the war," she recalled. many americans, much like those in some parts of europe, had

never encountered the japanese. americans abroad were shocked by the tales they heard of bloodthirsty
terrorists. they questioned the ability of the japanese to hold their own in another land. when the japanese

took charge of the empire in july, 1941, they were in possession of a huge, long-dormant military tradition and
a traditional culture completely at odds with the methods of european and american warfare. indeed, the

japanese army in 1941 was a hodgepodge of elements, including the elite special units of the imperial guard,
rifle troops trained in the jungle style, fanatical military police under no mercy, and numerous wehrmacht

pows coerced into joining the japanese forces. but there were also a number of former imperial guardsmen,
including tens of thousands of former imperial guards who had fought in china and were unhappy with the
new order. there were also many men, especially older men, who had been unable to conform to the new

restrictions on their lifestyle. for some who had been wealthy before the war, the loss of their fortunes
represented an intolerable blow. for others, the economic crisis spurred a desperate search for a new life, one

devoid of the constraints of the old order.
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